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1
METHOD FOR SELECTING MOTION
VECTOR PREDICTOR AND DEVICE USING
SAME

This application is a Continuation of application Ser. No.
14/006,336 filed on Oct. 3, 2013, which is a U.S. National
Phase Application under 35 U.S.C. §371 of International
Application PCT/KR2012/001999, filed on Mar. 21, 2012,
which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/454,995, filed on Mar. 21, 2011 and U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/466,446, filed on Mar. 22, 2011, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference in
their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a video (moving picture)
compressing technique, and more particularly, to a method of
predicting information of a current block using information
of neighboring blocks thereof.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, demands for a high-resolution and high-
quality image have increased in various fields of applications.
As an image has a higher resolution and higher quality, an
amount of data on the image increases more and more.
Accordingly, when video data is transferred using media such
as existing wired or wireless broadband lines or video data is
stored in existing storage media, the transfer cost and the
storage cost of data increase.

In order to effectively transfer, store, and reproduce infor-
mation on high-resolution and high-quality video, high-effi-
ciency video compressing techniques can be utilized.

In order to enhance video compression efficiency, a method
of predicting information of a current block using informa-
tion of neighboring blocks of the current block without trans-
ferring the information of the current block can be used.

Inter prediction and intra prediction can be used as the
prediction method.

In the inter prediction, pixel values of a current picture are
predicted with reference to information of other pictures. In
the intra prediction, pixel values of a current picture are
predicted using inter-pixel relationships in the same picture.

When the inter prediction is performed, information indi-
cating a reference picture and information indicating a
motion vector from the neighboring blocks in an inter predic-
tion mode can be utilized to designate a part of another picture
to be used for the prediction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Technical Problem

Anobject ofthe invention is to provide a prediction method
which can enhance compression efficiency and reduce an
amount of data to be transmitted and which can reduce com-
plexity in the course of encoding/decoding a video (moving
picture) and a device using the prediction method.

Another object of the invention is to provide a method of
scanning neighboring blocks so as to construct motion infor-
mation predictor candidates of a current block effectively
using neighboring information and a device using the scan-
ning method.

Another object of the invention is to provide a method of
scaling motion information so as to use motion information
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2

acquired from neighboring blocks as a motion information
predictor candidate of a current block and a device using the
scaling method.

Solution to Problem

(1) According to an aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a method of selecting a motion vector predictor, includ-
ing the steps of: selecting motion vector predictor candidates
for a current block; and selecting a motion vector predictor of
the current block out of the motion vector predictor candi-
dates, wherein the motion vector predictor candidates for the
current block include a motion vector of a first candidate
block which is first searched for as an available block out of
left neighboring blocks of the current block and a motion
vector of a second candidate block which is first searched for
as an available block out of upper neighboring blocks of the
current block.

(2) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (1), the available block may be a block which
satisfies any one of a first condition that a block has a refer-
ence picture identical to that of the current block and a refer-
ence picture list identical to that of the current block, a second
condition that a block has a reference picture identical to that
of'the current block and a reference picture list different from
that of the current block, a third condition that a block has a
reference picture different from that of the current block and
a reference picture list identical to that of the current block,
and a fourth condition that a block has a reference picture
different from that of the current block and a reference picture
list different from that of the current block, and may be a
block to which an inter prediction mode is applied.

(3) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (2), the step of selecting a motion vector predic-
tor of the current block may include searching for the motion
vector predictor with a higher priority given to an earlier
number of the first to fourth conditions.

(4) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (2), the motion vector of the first candidate block
or the second candidate block satisfying the third condition or
the fourth condition may be scaled.

(5) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (4), the scaling may be carried out on the basis of
a distance between a current picture to which the current
block belongs and a reference picture of the current block and
a distance between the current picture and a reference picture
of the first candidate block or the second candidate block
satisfying the third condition or the fourth condition.

(6) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (4), the number of times of scaling may be
limited to a predetermined number of times.

(7) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (1), the left neighboring blocks may include a
first neighboring block located at the left-bottom corner of the
current block and a second neighboring block located on the
left-bottom side of the current block.

(8) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (7), the step of selecting motion vector predictor
candidates of the current block may include: a condition
determining step of determining whether the first neighboring
block and the second neighboring block satisfy any one of a
first condition that a block has a reference picture identical to
that of the current block and a reference picture list identical
to that of the current block, a second condition that a block has
a reference picture identical to that of the current block and a
reference picture list different from that of the current block,
a third condition that a block has a reference picture different
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from that of the current block and a reference picture list
identical to that of the current block, and a fourth condition
that a block has a reference picture different from that of the
current block and a reference picture list different from that of
the current block in the order of the first to fourth conditions;
and a candidate block determining step of determining a
block which is first searched for to satisfy any one of the first
to fourth conditions as the first candidate block.

(9) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (8), the condition determining step may include
the steps of: determining whether the first neighboring block
satisfies the first condition and the second condition; deter-
mining whether the second neighboring block satisfies the
first condition and the second condition; determining whether
the first neighboring block satisfies the third condition and the
fourth condition; and determining whether the second neigh-
boring block satisfies the third condition and the fourth con-
dition.

(10) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (1), the upper neighboring blocks may include a
third neighboring block located at the upper-right corner of
the current block, a fourth neighboring block located on the
upper-right side of the current block, and a fifth neighboring
block located at the left-upper corner of the current block.

(11) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (10), the step of selecting motion vector predic-
tor candidates of the current block may include: a condition
determining step of determining whether the third neighbor-
ing block, the fourth neighboring block, and the fifth neigh-
boring block satisty any one of a first condition that a block
has a reference picture identical to that of the current block
and a reference picture list identical to that of the current
block, a second condition that a block has a reference picture
identical to that of the current block and a reference picture
list different from that of the current block, a third condition
that a block has a reference picture different from that of the
current block and a reference picture list identical to that of
the current block, and a fourth condition that a block has a
reference picture different from that of the current block and
a reference picture list different from that of the current block
in the order of the first to fourth conditions; and a candidate
block determining step of determining a block which is first
searched for to satisfy any one of the first to fourth conditions
as the second candidate block.

(12) In the method of selecting a motion vector predictor
according to (11), the condition determining step may include
the steps of: determining whether the third neighboring block
satisfies the first condition and the second condition; deter-
mining whether the fourth neighboring block satisfies the first
condition and the second condition; determining whether the
fifth neighboring block satisfies the first condition and the
second condition; determining whether the third neighboring
block satisfies the third condition and the fourth condition;
determining whether the fourth neighboring block satisfies
the third condition and the fourth condition; and determining
whether the fifth neighboring block satisfies the third condi-
tion and the fourth condition.

(13) According to another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a decoding device including: a prediction module
that performs prediction on a current block; and a memory
that stores information on neighboring blocks of the current
block, wherein the prediction module selects motion vector
predictor candidates for the current block and selects a
motion vector predictor of the current block out of the motion
vector predictor candidates, and wherein the motion vector
predictor candidates for the current block include a motion
vector of a first candidate block which is first searched for as

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

anavailable block out ofleft neighboring blocks of the current
block and a motion vector of a second candidate block which
is first searched for as an available block out of upper neigh-
boring blocks of the current block.

(14) In the decoding device according to (13), the available
block may be a block which satisfies any one of a first con-
dition that a block has a reference picture identical to that of
the current block and a reference picture list identical to that
of the current block, a second condition that a block has a
reference picture identical to that of the current block and a
reference picture list different from that of the current block,
a third condition that a block has a reference picture different
from that of the current block and a reference picture list
identical to that of the current block, and a fourth condition
that a block has a reference picture different from that of the
current block and a reference picture list different from that of
the current block, and may be a block to which an inter
prediction mode is applied, and the prediction module may
search for the motion vector predictor with a higher priority
given to an earlier number of the first to fourth conditions.

(15) In the decoding device according to (14), the predic-
tion module may scale the motion vector of the first candidate
block or the second candidate block satisfying the third con-
dition or the fourth condition.

Advantageous Effects

According to the prediction method provided by the inven-
tion, it is possible to enhance compression efficiency, to
reduce an amount of data to be transmitted, and to reduce
complexity in the course of encoding/decoding a video (mov-
ing picture).

According to the prediction method provided by the inven-
tion, it is possible to derive motion information predictor
candidates of a current block effectively using neighboring
blocks’ information.

According to the prediction method provided by the inven-
tion, it is possible to scale motion information acquired from
neighboring blocks and to use the scaled motion information
as a motion information predictor candidate of a current
block.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11s ablock diagram schematically illustrating a video
encoding device (encoder) according to an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a video
decoding device (decoder) according to an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart schematically illustrating an example
of' a method of deriving a motion vector when an advanced
motion vector predictor (AMVP) is applied in an inter pre-
diction mode.

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram schematically illustrating
an example of a method of generating an MVP candidate list.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram schematically illustrating a
scaling method according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart schematically illustrating the scaling
method according to the embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram schematically illustrating a method of
scaling motion vectors of neighboring blocks of a current
block in a current picture (current frame).

FIG. 8 is a diagram schematically illustrating a method of
performing motion vector competition according to an
embodiment of the invention.
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FIG. 9 is a diagram schematically illustrating a method of
applying an AMVP according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart schematically illustrating a method
of selecting a motion vector predictor of a current block
according to an embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The invention can be variously modified in various forms
and can have various embodiments, and specific embodi-
ments thereof will be described in detail and shown in the
drawings. However, the embodiments are not intended for
limiting the invention. Terms used in the below description
are used to merely describe specific embodiments, but are not
intended for limiting the technical spirit of the invention. An
expression of a singular number includes an expression of a
plural number, so long as it is clearly read differently. Terms
such as “include” and “have” are intended to indicate that
features, numbers, steps, operations, elements, components,
or combinations thereof used in the below description exist,
and it should be thus understood that the possibility of exist-
ence or addition of one or more different features, numbers,
steps, operations, elements, components, or combinations
thereof is not excluded.

On the other hand, elements in the drawings described in
the invention are independently drawn for the purpose of
convenience for explanation of different specific functions in
avideo encoding/decoding device and does not mean that the
elements are embodied by independent hardware or indepen-
dent software. For example, two or more elements out of the
elements may be combined to form a single element, or one
element may be divided into plural elements. The embodi-
ments in which the elements are combined and/or divided
belong to the scope of the invention without departing from
the concept of the invention.

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the invention will
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1is ablock diagram schematically illustrating a video
encoding device (encoder) according to an embodiment of the
invention. Referring to FIG. 1, a video encoding device 100
includes a picture dividing module 105, a prediction module
110, a transform module 115, a quantization module 120, a
rearrangement module 125, an entropy encoding module 130,
an inverse quantization module 135, an inverse transform
module 140, a filter module 145, and a memory 150.

The picture dividing module 105 may divide an input pic-
ture into at least one process unit. Here, the process unit may
be a prediction unit (hereinafter, referred to as a “PU”), a
transform unit (hereinafter, referred to as a “TU”), or a coding
unit (hereinafter, referred to as a “CU”). In this specification,
for the purpose of convenience for explanation, a prediction
unit may be expressed by a prediction block, a transform unit
may be expressed by atransform block, and a coding unit may
be expressed by a coding block.

The prediction module 110 includes an inter prediction
module that performs an inter prediction process and an intra
prediction module that performs an intra prediction process.
In order to enhance coding efficiency, a picture signal is not
encoded without any change, but is encoded so as to recon-
struct a picture by predicting a picture using a previously-
encoded area and adding residual values between an original
picture and the predicted picture to the predicted picture.

As a picture including a previously-encoded area used for
the prediction, an I picture (I slice), a P picture (P slice), a B
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picture (B slice), and the like are known. The I slice is a slice
which is decoded through only the intra prediction. The P
slice is a slice which may be decoded through the inter pre-
diction or the intra prediction using at least one motion vector
and a reference picture index to predict sample values of
blocks. The B slice is a slice which may be decoded through
the inter prediction or the intra prediction using at least two
motion vectors and reference picture indices to predict
sample values of blocks.

The prediction module 110 performs a prediction process
on process units of a picture to create a prediction block
including predicted samples. In the prediction module 110,
the process unit of a picture may be a CU, a TU, or a PU. It
may be determined whether the prediction performed on the
corresponding process unit is an inter prediction or an intra
prediction, and specific details (for example, a prediction
mode) of the prediction methods may be determined. The
process unit subjected to the prediction process may be dif-
ferent from the process unit of which the prediction method
and the specific details are determined. For example, the
prediction method and the prediction mode may be deter-
mined by the PU units and the prediction process may be
performed by the TU units.

Inthe inter prediction, a prediction process is performed on
the basis of information on at least one of a previous picture
and/or a subsequent picture of a current picture to create a
prediction block. In the intra prediction, a prediction process
is performed on the basis of pixel information of a current
picture to create a prediction block.

In the inter prediction, a reference picture is selected for a
current block, and a reference block having the same size as
the current block is selected to create a prediction block of the
current block. For example, in the inter prediction, a predic-
tion block may be created so as to minimize a residual signal
from the current block and to minimize the magnitude of a
motion vector. On the other hand, a skip mode, a merge mode,
an AMVP (Advanced Motion Vector Prediction), or the like
may be used as the intra prediction method. The prediction
block may be created in the unit of pixel samples less than an
integer pixel, such as ¥ pixel samples and Y4 pixel samples.
Here, a motion vector may also be expressed in the unit of
pixel samples less than an integer pixel. For example, luma
pixels can be expressed in the unit of ¥4 pixels and chroma
pixels can be expressed in the unit of % pixels.

Information such as an index of a reference picture selected
through the inter prediction, a motion vector predictor, and a
residual signal is entropy-encoded and is transmitted to a
decoder.

When the intra prediction is performed, the process unit
subjected to the prediction process may be different from the
process unit of which the prediction method and the specific
details are determined. For example, a prediction mode may
be determined in the unit of PU and the prediction process
may be performed in the unit of PU. Alternatively, a predic-
tion mode may be determined in the unit of PU and the inter
prediction may be performed in the unit of TU.

The prediction modes in the intra prediction include 33
directional prediction modes and at least two non-directional
modes. The non-directional modes include a DC prediction
mode and a planar mode.

In the intra prediction, a prediction block may be created
after a filter is applied to reference samples. At this time, it
may be determined whether a filter should be applied to
reference samples depending on the intra prediction mode
and/or the size of the current block.

A PU may be determined in various sizes/shapes from a
CU which is not divided any more. For example, in case of the
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inter prediction, a PU may have sizes such as 2Nx2N, 2NxN,
Nx2N, and NxN. In case of the intra prediction, a PU may
have sizes such as 2Nx2N and NxN (where N is an integer).
The PU having a size of NxN may be set to be applied to only
a specific case. For example, the PU having a size of NxN can
besetto be used for only a coding unit having the smallest size
or can be set to be used for only intra prediction. In addition
to the PUs having the above-mentioned sizes, PUs having
sizes such as NxmN, mNxN, 2NxmN, and mNx2N (where
m<1) may be additionally defined and used.

Residual values (a residual block or a residual signal)
between the created prediction block and the original block
are input to the transform module 115. The prediction mode
information, the motion vector information, and the like used
for the prediction are encoded along with the residual values
by the entropy encoding module 130 and are transmitted to
the decoder.

The transform module 115 performs a transform process
on the residual block in the unit of TU and creates transform
coefficients. The transform unit in the transform module 115
may be a TU and may have a quad tree structure. The size of
the transform unit may be determined within a predetermined
largest and smallest size range. The transform module 115
may transform the residual block using a DCT (Discrete
Cosine Transform) and/or a DST (Discrete Sine Transform).

The quantization module 120 may quantize the residual
values transformed by the transform module 115 and may
create quantization coefficients. The values calculated by the
quantization module 120 may be supplied to the inverse quan-
tization module 135 and the rearrangement module 125.

The rearrangement module 125 may rearrange the quanti-
zation coefficients supplied from the quantization module
120. By rearranging the quantization coefficients, it is pos-
sible to enhance the encoding efficiency in the entropy encod-
ing module 130. The rearrangement module 125 may rear-
range the quantization coefficients in the form of a two-
dimensional block to the form of a one-dimensional vector
through the use of a coefficient scanning method. The rear-
rangement module 125 can enhance the entropy encoding
efficiency in the entropy encoding module 130 by changing
the order of coefficient scanning on the basis of stochastic
statistics of the coefficients transmitted from the quantization
module.

The entropy encoding module 130 performs an entropy
encoding process on the quantization coefficients rearranged
by the rearrangement module 125. Examples of the entropy
encoding method include an exponential golomb method, a
CAVLC (Context-Adaptive Variable Length Coding)
method, and a CABAC(Context-Adaptive Binary Arithmetic
Coding) method. The entropy encoding module 130 may
encode a variety of information such as residual coefficient
information and block type information of a coding unit,
prediction mode information, division unit information, pre-
diction unit information, transfer unit information, motion
vector information, reference picture information, block
interpolation information, and filtering information transmit-
ted from the rearrangement module 125 and the prediction
module 110.

The entropy encoding module 130 may give a predeter-
mined change to a parameter set or a syntax to be transmitted,
if necessary.

The inverse quantization module 135 inversely quantizes
the values quantized by the quantization module 120. The
inverse transform module 140 inversely transforms the values
inversely quantized by the inverse quantization module 135.
The residual values created by the inverse quantization mod-
ule 135 and the inverse transform module 140 are merged
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with the prediction block predicted by the prediction module
110 to create a reconstructed block.

The filter module 145 applies a deblocking filter, an ALF
(Adaptive Loop Filter), an SAO (Sample Adaptive Offset) to
the reconstructed picture.

The deblocking filter removes a block distortion generated
at the boundary between blocks in the reconstructed picture.
The ALF performs a filtering process on the basis of the
resultant values of the comparison of the original picture with
the reconstructed picture of which the blocks are filtered by
the deblocking filter. The ALF may be applied only when high
efficiency is necessary. The SAO reconstructs offset differ-
ences between the residual blocks having the deblocking
filter applied thereto and the original picture and is applied in
the form of a band offset, an edge offset, or the like.

On the other hand, the filter module 145 may not perform
a filtering process on a reconstructed block used for the inter
prediction.

The memory 150 stores the reconstructed block or picture
calculated by the filter module 145. The reconstructed block
or picture stored in the memory 150 is supplied to the predic-
tion module 110 that performs the inter prediction.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a video
decoding device (decoder) according to an embodiment of the
invention. Referring to FIG. 2, a video decoding device 200
includes an entropy decoding module 210, a rearrangement
module 215, an inverse quantization module 220, an inverse
transform module 225, a prediction module 230, a filter mod-
ule 235, and a memory 240.

When a picture bitstream is input from the encoder, the
input bitstream is decoded in the inverse order of the order in
which video information is processed by the encoder.

For example, when the video encoding device uses a vari-
able length coding (hereinafter, referred to as “VLC”) method
such as the CAVLC to perform the entropy encoding process,
the video decoding module 210 can realize the same VL.C
table as the VLC table used in the video encoding device and
may perform the entropy decoding process. When the video
encoding device uses the CABAC to perform the entropy
encoding process, the entropy decoding module 210 may
perform the entropy decoding process using the CABAC to
correspond thereto.

Information for creating a prediction block out of the infor-
mation decoded by the entropy decoding module 210 is sup-
plied to the prediction module 230, and the residual values
entropy-decoded by the entropy decoding module are input to
the rearrangement module 215.

The rearrangement module 215 rearranges the bitstream
entropy-decoded by the entropy decoding module 210 on the
basis of the rearrangement method in the video encoding
device. The rearrangement module 215 reconstructs and rear-
ranges coefficients expressed in the form of a one-dimen-
sional vector into coefficients in the form of a two-dimen-
sional block. The rearrangement module 215 is supplied with
information associated with the coefficient scanning per-
formed by the encoder and may perform the rearrangement
using a method of inversely scanning the coefficients on the
basis of the scanning order in which the scanning is per-
formed by the encoder.

The inverse quantization module 220 performs inverse
quantization on the basis of the quantization parameters sup-
plied from the encoder and the rearranged coefficient values
of the block.

The inverse transform module 225 performs the inverse
DCT and inverse DST of the DCT and DST, which has been
performed by the transform module of the video encoding
device, on the quantization result from the video encoding
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device. The inverse transform is performed on the basis of a
transfer unit or a division unit of a picture determined by the
video encoding device. The transform module of the video
encoding device selectively performs the DCT and DST
depending on plural information elements such as the predic-
tion method, the size of the current block, and the prediction
direction, and the inverse transform module 225 of the video
decoding device performs the inverse transform on the basis
of the transform information on the transform performed by
the transform module of the video encoding device.

The prediction module 230 creates a prediction block on
the basis of prediction block creation information supplied
from the entropy decoding module 210 and the previously-
decoded block and/or picture information supplied from the
memory 240. The reconstructed block may be created using
the prediction block created by the prediction module 230 and
the residual block supplied from the inverse transform mod-
ule 225.

The specific prediction method performed by the predic-
tion module 230 is the same as the prediction method per-
formed by the prediction module of the encoder.

When the prediction mode of a current block is an intra
prediction mode, an intra prediction process of creating a
prediction block may be performed on the basis of pixel
information of the current picture.

The prediction modes in the intra prediction include 33
directional prediction modes and at least two non-directional
modes. The non-directional modes include a DC prediction
mode and a planar mode.

In the intra prediction, a prediction block may be created
after a filter is applied to reference samples. At this time, it
may be determined whether a filter should be applied to
reference samples depending on the intra prediction mode
and/or the size of the current block.

When the prediction mode for the current block is the inter
prediction mode, at least one of a previous picture and a
subsequent picture of the current picture is used as areference
picture and the inter prediction process is performed on the
current block on the basis of information included in the
reference picture. Specifically, in the inter prediction, a ref-
erence picture for the current block is selected, a reference
block having the same size as the current block is selected,
and a prediction block of the current block is created. For
example, in the inter prediction, a prediction block can be
created so as to minimize the residual signal from the current
block and to minimize the magnitude of a motion vector.
Information of neighboring blocks of the current picture is
used to use the information of the reference picture. For
example, the prediction block of the current block is created
on the basis of the information of the neighboring blocks
through the use of a skip mode, a merge mode, an AMVP
(Advanced Motion Vector Prediction) mode, or the like.

The prediction block may be created in the unit of pixel
samples less than an integer pixel, such as 2 pixel samples
and Y4 pixel samples. Here, a motion vector may also be
expressed in the unit of pixel samples less than an integer
pixel. For example, luma pixels can be expressed in the unit of
V4 pixels and chroma pixels can be expressed in the unit of 4
pixels.

Motion information necessary for the inter prediction of
the current block, for example, information on motion vec-
tors, reference picture indices, and the like, may be derived
from a skip flag, a merge flag, and the like received from the
encoder.

The process unit subjected to the prediction process may be
different from the process unit of which the prediction
method and the specific details are determined. For example,
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a prediction mode may be determined in the unit of PU and
the prediction process may be performed in the unit of PU.
Alternatively, a prediction mode may be determined in the
unit of PU and the inter prediction may be performed in the
unit of TU.

The residual block output from the inverse transform mod-
ule 225 is added to the prediction block output from the
prediction module 230 to reconstruct an original picture.

The reconstructed block and/or picture is supplied to the
filter module 235. The filter module 235 performs a deblock-
ing filtering process, an SAO (Sample Adaptive Offset) pro-
cess, and/or an adaptive loop filtering process on the recon-
structed block and/or picture.

The memory 240 stores the reconstructed picture or block
for use as a reference picture or a reference block and supplies
the reconstructed picture to the output module.

Although not described for the purpose of convenience for
explanation, the bitstream input to the decoder may be input
to the entropy decoding module through a parsing step. The
parsing step may be performed by the entropy decoding mod-
ule.

In this specification, coding may be analyzed as encoding
or decoding in some cases, and information may be under-
stood to include all of values, parameters, coefficients, ele-
ments, and the like.

A “frame” or a “picture” means a unit for expressing a
video (image) of a specific time zone, and a “slice”, a “frame”,
or the like means a unit constituting a part of a picture in
actually coding a video signal and may be mixed with a
picture in some cases.

“Pixel” or “pel” means the minimum unit constituting an
picture. “Sample” may be used as a term representing the
value of a specific pixel. A sample may be divided into a luma
component and a chroma component and is generally used as
a term including both. The chroma component represents a
difference between determined colors and generally includes
Cb and Cr.

“Unit” is used as a term representing a basic unit of video
processing or a specific position of a picture, such as a pre-
diction unit (PU) and a transform unit (TU), and can be mixed
with terms “block™ and “area” case by case. In general cases,
a block is used as a term representing a set of samples or
transform coeflicients arranged in M columns and N rows.

On the other hand, in case of the inter prediction mode, the
decoder and the encoder extract the motion information of a
current block and perform the inter prediction on the current
block on the basis of the extracted motion information.

A picture used for predicting a current block is referred to
as a reference picture or a reference frame. The area in the
reference picture can be expressed using a reference picture
index (refldx) indicating the reference picture and a motion
vector.

A reference picture list for a current picture may be con-
structed by pictures used for prediction, and a reference pic-
ture index indicates a specific reference picture in the refer-
ence picture list. The P picture requires a single reference
picture list such as reference list 0, and the B picture requires
two reference picture lists such as reference list 0 and refer-
ence list 1.

Specifically, the I picture is a picture which is encoded/
decoded through the intra prediction. The P picture is a pic-
ture which may be encoded/decoded through the inter predic-
tion or the intra prediction using at least one motion vector
and a reference picture index to predict sample values of
blocks. The B picture is a picture which may be encoded/
decoded through the inter prediction or the intra prediction
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using at least two motion vectors and reference picture indi-
ces to predict sample values of blocks.

The P picture requires one reference picture list, which is
called reference picture list 0 (10O).

The B picture is a picture which may be encoded through
forward, backward, and bi-directional inter prediction, for
example, using two reference pictures. The B picture requires
two reference picture lists, which are called reference picture
list 0 (LO) and reference picture list 1 (L.1).

The inter prediction using a reference picture selected from
L0 is called LO prediction. The L.O prediction is used mainly
for forward prediction. The inter prediction using a reference
picture selected from L1 is called L1 prediction. The L1
prediction is used mainly for backward prediction. The inter
prediction using two reference pictures selected from 1.0 and
L1 is called bi prediction.

The features of the I picture, the P picture, and the B picture
may be defined in the unit of slices, not in the unit of pictures.
Forexample, an I slice having the feature ofthe [ picture in the
unit of slices, a P slice having the feature of the P picture, and
a B slice having the feature of the B picture may be defined.

For example, when the slice type ofa current block is B and
acolPic is selected from L0, or when the slice type of a current
block is P, a colPic can be selected from LO.

On the other hand, in order to prevent a low delay, a GPB
(Generalized P and B) slice may be used. In the GPB, refer-
ence picture list 0 and reference picture list 1 are identical to
each other.

In the inter prediction, information of neighboring block
may beused for a current block without any change in the skip
mode. Accordingly, in the skip mode, syntax information
such as residual values other than information indicating
motion information of what block should be used as the
motion information of the current block is not transmitted.

In the merge mode, motion information of neighboring
blocks is used without any change to create a prediction block
of the current block. The encoder transmits information on
whether the merge mode should be applied, information on
motion information of what block should be used, residual
information, and the like. The decoder adds the residual block
transmitted from the encoder to the prediction block to recon-
struct the current block.

The method indicating information of what block should
be used in the merge mode or the like may be applied to the
skip mode and a general inter prediction mode. For example,
a candidate block having information to be used as motion
information of the current block in the merge mode may be
used in common to other inter prediction modes, and the
methods indicating motion information of what neighboring
block should be used may be identically used.

Atthis time, in the skip mode and a general inter prediction
mode, a neighboring block may be determined to have avail-
able motion information only when the reference picture
index or the prediction direction (reference picture list) of the
neighboring block is matched with the reference picture
index or the prediction direction (reference picture list) of the
current block, and a motion vector of the corresponding
neighboring block may be used as a motion vector predictor
candidate for the current block. Alternatively, the motion
vectors of neighboring blocks may be scaled and used as
motion vector predictor candidates for the current block.

In the AMVP mode, the encoder may predict the motion
vector of the current block using motion information of
neighboring blocks and may transmit a difference between
the motion vector of the current block and the predicted
motion vector along with the reference picture index indicat-
ing a reference picture. The decoder predicts the motion vec-
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tor of the current block using motion information of neigh-
boring blocks and derives the motion vector of the current
block using the residual received from the encoder. The
decoder creates a prediction block of the current block on the
basis of the derived motion vector and the reference picture
index information received from the encoder.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart schematically illustrating an example
of' a method of deriving a motion vector when the AMVP
(Advanced Motion Vector Predictor) modes is applied as the
inter prediction mode.

Referring to FIG. 3, an encoder or a decoder may construct
a motion vector predictor (MVP) candidate list of a current
block (S310). The motion vector predictor may represent a
predicted value of the motion vector of the current block.

The encoder or the decoder may construct an MVP candi-
date list using the motion vector of an available neighboring
block (hereinafter, referred to as “Col block™ (co-located
block) for the purpose of convenience for explanation) out of
available neighboring blocks adjacent to the current block
and/or available blocks of each reference picture located at
the same position as (co-located with) the current block.

The encoder and the decoder may select the MVP of the
current block out of the MVP candidates included in the MVP
candidate list (S320).

The encoder may select the optimal MVP of the current
block by applying motion vector competition (MVC) on the
MVP candidates included in the MVP candidate list. The
encoder may transmit the selected MVP index, an MVD
(Motion Vector Difference which is also called Difference of
Motion Vector (DMV)), and a reference picture index to the
decoder through bitstream. The MVP index is an index indi-
cating the MVP of the current block and may indicates any
one of the MVP candidates included in the MVP candidate
list. The reference picture index is an index indicating the
reference picture of the current block and indicates any one of
the reference picture candidates included in the reference
picture list. The MVD represents a difference between the
motion vector of the current block and the selected MVP. As
the value of the MVD becomes smaller, the amount of data to
be transmitted becomes smaller.

The decoder may receive the MVP index and the reference
picture index from the encoder. The decoder may select the
MVP of'the current block out of the MVP candidates included
in the MVP candidate list using the received MVP index. The
decoder may select a reference picture of the current block out
of the reference picture candidates included in the reference
picture list using the received reference picture index.

The decoder may derive the motion vector of the current
block using the selected MVP and the selected reference
picture along with the received MVD (S330). For example,
the decoder adds the received MVD to the MVP to recon-
struct the motion vector of the current block.

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram schematically illustrating
an example of a method of creating an MVP candidate list.

For the purpose of convenience for explanation, a candi-
date group including a left-bottom neighboring block A, 410
which is a neighboring block at the left-bottom corner of a
current block 400 and left neighboring blocks A; 420 of the
current block 400 is referred as a left candidate group. Here,
the encoder or the decoder may use only a block at a specific
position out of the left neighboring blocks 420. For example,
the encoder or the decoder may set the lowermost block 420-1
of the left neighboring blocks 420 as a left block A .

A candidate group including a upper-right neighboring
block B, 430 which is a neighboring block at the upper-right
corner of the current block 400, upper neighboring blocks B,
440 of the current block 400, and a upper-left neighboring
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block B, 450 which is a neighboring block at the upper-left
corner of the current block 400 is referred as a upper candi-
date group. The encoder or the decoder may use only a block
at a specific position out of the upper blocks 440. For
example, the encoder or the decoder may set the rightmost
block 440-1 out of the upper neighboring blocks as the upper
block B,.

The encoder and the decoder may select one MVP candi-
date from the left candidate group A, and A,. The MVP
candidate selected from the left candidate group is referred as
MV . Forexample, the encoder or the decoder determines the
sameness of the reference picture index as that of the current
block, the sameness of the reference picture list as that of the
current block, and the like while scanning the blocks included
in the left candidate block in the order of A,—A,, and selects
the motion vector of a first available block as the MVP can-
didate MV , of the current block.

The encoder or the decoder also selects one MVP candi-
date from the upper candidate group B, B, and B,. The MVP
candidate selected from the upper candidate group is referred
as MV . For example, the encoder or the decoder determines
the sameness of the reference picture index as that of the
current block, the sameness of the reference picture list as that
of the current block, and the like while scanning the blocks
included in the left candidate block in the order of
B,—B,—=B,, and selects the motion vector of a first available
block as the MVP candidate MV of the current block.

The encoder or the decoder may select the motion vector of
a Col block COL 460 in a reference picture as the MVP
candidate of the current block. Here, the motion vector of the
Col block 660 is expressed by mvCol. Here, the encoder or
the decoder may set the motion vector of the Col block as the
MVP candidate when a necessary number of spatial candi-
dates is not secured in the course of searching for MV, and
MV,.

In the above-mentioned embodiment, the MVP candidate
selected from the left candidate group and the MVP candidate
selected from the upper candidate group are referred to as
spatial motion vector predictors (hereinafter, referred to as
“SMVP”). The MVP candidate selected using the Col block
in the reference picture is referred to as a temporal motion
vector predictor (hereinafter, referred to as “TMVP”). There-
fore, the MVP candidate list includes the SMVP and/or the
TMVP.

When there are overlapping candidates out of the MVP
candidates selected by the above-mentioned method, the
encoder or the decoder removes the candidates other than the
highest-ranked candidate out of the overlapping candidates.

It is described above that the candidate group is divided
into the left candidate group A, and A, and the upper candi-
date group B,, B;, and B,, but the candidate group is not
limited to this division. For example, the left candidate group
may include only A |, the upper candidate group may include
only B1, and a corner candidate group including A, B,, and
B, may be constructed. When the candidate group is divided
into the left candidate group, the upper candidate group, and
the corner candidate group, the sameness of the reference
picture index as that of the current block, the sameness of the
reference picture list as that of the current block, and the like
may be determined and a predetermined number of MVP
candidates for the current block may be selected.

At this time, in order to further accurately predict the
motion vector of the current block, a motion vector (neigh-
boring motion vector) selected from the neighboring blocks
may be scaled.

For example, when there is no neighboring block having a
reference frame (reference picture) corresponding to the ref-
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erence frame (reference picture) of the motion vector MV . of
the current block, the motion vectors of the neighboring
blocks may be scaled to create a motion vector predictor
(PMV (Predictor of Motion Vector) or MVP (Motion Vector
Predictor).

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a scaling method according
to an embodiment of the invention and schematically shows a
relationship between a current block and neighboring blocks
thereof. For the purpose of convenience for explanation, an
example of a method of scaling a motion vector in consider-
ation of each of the left neighboring blocks, the upper neigh-
boring blocks, and the corner neighboring blocks of a current
block 510 will be described with reference to FIG. 5. In FIG.
5, the upper-right corner block of the current block out of the
corner blocks is defined as a block representative of the neigh-
boring corner blocks. The following description with refer-
ence to FIG. 5 can be similarly applied to other neighboring
corner blocks.

Referring to FIG. 5, in an upper block 520, an upper-right
block 530, a left block 540 of the current block 510, MV~
represents a motion vector of the current block 510, MV,
represents a motion vector of the upper block 520, MV,
represents a motion vector of the upper-right block 530, and
MV, represents a motion vector of the left block 540. It is
assumed that the reference picture index of the upper block
520 of the current block 510 is 1(Ref. #1), the reference
picture index of the upper-right block 530 of the current block
510 is 1(Ref. #1), and the reference picture index of the left
block 540 of the current block 510 is 1(Ref. #0). The refer-
ence picture index means a reference frame (reference pic-
ture) index indicated by the motion vector of each block.

InFIG. 5, when the O-th reference frame (reference picture)
in the reference picture list stored in the memory (buffer) is
used for motion estimation, the motion vector MV, isused to
create the motion vector predictor of the 0-th reference frame.
When the first reference frame in the reference picture list is
used for motion estimation, three motion vectors are used to
create the motion vector predictor of the first reference frame.
The motion vector predictors of the second to fourth reference
frames in the reference picture list have the same value as the
motion vector predictor of the first reference frame.

A difference value between the motion vector MV, esti-
mated for the current block and the motion vector predictor is
calculated on the basis of the created motion vector predictors
and MVD is transmitted to the decoder.

In the example shown in FIG. 5, when the 0-th to first
reference frame in the reference picture list which is the same
reference frame as the reference frame (reference picture) of
a neighboring block is used for motion estimation, it is pos-
sible to create an appropriate motion vector predictor. How-
ever, when a reference frame different from the reference
frames (reference picture) of the neighboring blocks is used
for motion estimation, the created motion vector predictor
may have a large difference from the motion vector MV, of
the current block. This is because since there is no neighbor-
ing block having a reference frame corresponding to the
reference frame of the motion vector MV of the current
block, it is difficult to effectively predict the motion vector of
the current block using information of the neighboring
blocks.

In this case, by using up-scaling or down-scaling on the
motion vectors of the neighboring blocks of the current block,
it is possible to create a motion vector predictor closer to the
motion vector MV of the current block and to reduce an
amount of bits of the MVD encoded and transmitted.

For example, when it is assumed that the reference pictures
of'the upper block 520, the upper-right block 530, and the left
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block 540 which are the neighboring blocks of the current
block 510 are different from the reference picture of the
current block, the motion vectors of the neighboring blocks
520, 530, and 540 may be up-scaled or down-scaled by linear
interpolation as expressed by Expression 1.

- E ion 1
My = ffMLE_ fJ:C XMV, (Expression 1)
MV} = —%E__;ZC xMVy
= B

In Expression 1, f; represents the reference frame number
(or the reference picture index) of the left block of the current
block, f;, represents the reference frame number of the upper
block of the current block, f;  represents the reference frame
number of the upper-right block of the current block out of the
corner blocks, f, ., represents the reference frame number
subjected to motion estimation, and f, represents the current
frame number.

By the linear interpolation expressed by Expression 1, the
motion vectors of the neighboring blocks of the current block
are up-scaled or down-scaled. The motion vector predictor of
the current block may be created using the scaled motion
vectors of the neighboring blocks. At this time, the encoder or
the decoder may create the motion vector predictor in various
methods. For example, any one of the motion vectors of the
neighboring blocks may be selected and used as the motion
vector predictor, an average of the motion vectors of the
neighboring blocks may be used as the motion vector predic-
tor, or a value obtained by median-filtering the motion vectors
of the neighboring blocks may be used as the motion vector
predictor.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart schematically illustrating a scaling
method according to an embodiment of the invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the encoder or the decoder performs
motion estimation using the n-th reference frame (S610). The
n-th reference frame is an n-th reference picture (reference
frame) in a reference picture list and may be a reference frame
(reference picture) of the current block.

The encoder or the decoder may determine whether the
reference frame number (reference picture index in the case
of a reference picture) of the neighboring block is different
fromn (S620). For example, when the left block of the current
block, the upper block of the current block, and the upper-
right corner block of the current block out of the corner blocks
are considered as the neighboring blocks, the encoder or the
decoder determines whether the values of the reference frame
number f; of the left block, the reference frame number f,, of
the upper block, and the reference frame number {, ,, of the
upper-right corner block are difference from n.

The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion vectors of
the neighboring blocks when the reference frame numbers of
the neighboring blocks are different from n (S630). For
example, when the left, upper, and upper-right blocks of the
current block considered as the neighboring blocks as
described above and the values of f;, f;, and {; , are different
from n, the encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vectors of the corresponding blocks, that is, the motion vector
MYV, ofthe left block of the current block, the motion vector
MV, of the upper block of the current block, and the motion
vector MV of the upper-right block of the current block.
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The encoder or the decoder may create a motion vector
predictor of the current block (S640). When any one of the
neighboring blocks has the same reference frame number as
the reference frame of the current block, the encoder or the
decoder may create the motion vector predictor of the current
block using the motion vector of the corresponding block. For
example, when at least one of the values of f;, f,, and f, is
equal to n, it is possible to create the motion vector predictor
of'the current block using the motion vectors of the neighbor-
ing blocks having the reference frame number n. When the
values of f;, {;, and f,; are different from n, the encoder or
the decoder may scale the motion vectors of the neighboring
blocks as described above to create the motion vector predic-
tor of the current block. Expression 1 may be used as the
scaling method.

The encoder or the decoder may calculate the median value
of'the scaled motion vectors or the non-scaled motion vectors
of'the neighboring blocks to create the motion vector predic-
tor of the current block. Alternatively, the encoder or the
decoder may calculate an average value of the scaled motion
vectors or the non-scaled motion vectors of the neighboring
blocks to create the motion vector predictor of the current
block. Alternatively, the encoder or the decoder may use any
one of the scaled motion vectors or the non-scaled motion
vectors of the neighboring blocks as the motion vector pre-
dictor of the current block.

For the purpose of convenience for explanation, the left
block 520 representative of the neighboring blocks located on
the left side of the current block, the upper block 530 repre-
sentative of the neighboring blocks located on the upper side
of the current block, and the upper-right block 540 represen-
tative of the blocks located at the neighboring corners of the
current block are exemplified as the neighboring blocks ofthe
current block, but the above-mentioned method may be
applied in consideration of all the neighboring blocks or the
blocks located at other positions out of the neighboring
blocks.

For example, as shown in FIG. 4, the motion vector pre-
dictor may be created using three corner blocks 410, 430, and
450, any one of the left blocks 420, and any one of the upper
blocks 440. In this case, a block 420-1 located at a specific
position out of the left blocks 420 may be used or a block
440-1 located at a specific position out of the upper blocks
440 may be used.

By determining whether there is a block having the same
reference frame as the reference frame (reference picture) of
the current block on the left candidate group A and A, and on
the upper candidate group B, B, and B,, the candidates may
be selected one by one. When there is no block having the
same reference frame (reference picture) as the reference
frame (reference picture) of the current block in the blocks of
the left candidate group, the motion vectors of the left candi-
date blocks or the blocks selected from the left candidate
blocks may be scaled. When there is no block having the same
reference frame (reference picture) as the reference frame
(reference picture) of the current block in the blocks of the
upper candidate group, the motion vectors of the upper can-
didate blocks or the blocks selected from the upper candidate
blocks may be scaled.

FIG. 7 is a diagram schematically illustrating a method of
scaling the motion vectors of the neighboring blocks of the
current block in the current picture (current frame) according
to an embodiment of the invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, the reference picture of a neighboring
block 730 of a current block 740 in a current picture 700 may
or may not be identical to the reference picture of the current
block 740.
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When the reference picture ofthe current block 740 and the
reference picture of the neighboring block 730 are identical to
each other as a reference picture 710, the motion vector 750 of
the neighboring block 730 may be used to create the motion
vector predictor of the current block without scaling. At this
time, the neighboring block 730 may have a reference picture
list identical to that of the current block 740 or may have a
reference picture list different therefrom. For example, when
the reference picture of the current block 740 is an N-th
reference picture in reference picture list L.O and the neigh-
boring block 730 has a reference picture identical to that of
the current block 740 and a reference picture list identical
thereto, the motion vector 750 of the neighboring block 730
can be expressed by mvL.ON.

On the other hand, when the reference picture of the current
block 740 which is a reference picture 710 and the reference
picture of the neighboring block 730 which is a reference
picture 720 are different from each other, the motion vector
760 of the neighboring block 730 may be scaled and the
scaled motion vector may be used to create the motion vector
predictor or of the current block. At this time, the neighboring
block 730 may have a reference picture list identical to that of
the current block 740 or may have a reference picture list
different from that of the current block 740. For example,
when the reference picture of the current block 740 is an N-th
reference picture in reference picture list L.O and the neigh-
boring block 730 has a reference picture different from that of
the current block 740 and a reference picture list identical
thereto, the motion vector 750 of the neighboring block 730
may be expressed by mvLLON_scaled.

The motion vector of the neighboring block may be scaled
in consideration of the magnitude ofa distance th between the
reference picture of the current block and the current block
and the magnitude of a distance td between the reference
picture of the neighboring block and the current picture. A
method expressed by Expression 2 can be used as an example
of the method of scaling the motion vector of a neighboring
block.

mvLON_scaled=(DistScaleFactor* mvLON+128)>>8 <Expression 2>

Here, DistScaleFactor represents a scaling factor deter-
mined in consideration of the magnitudes of two distances tb
and td as described above. At this time, a constant 128 may be
used as in Expression 2 in case of rounding-up, and a constant
127 instead of the constant 128 may be used in case of round-
ing-down. For example, when the scaling result in a quarter
pel unit (V4 pixel block) is 1.5, the rounding result of 2 can be
obtained using the constant 128 and the rounding result of 1
can be obtained using the constant 127. Here, in case of
rounding down, the rounding-down directed to 0 may be
applied. For example, when the rounding-down is applied to
a value of -1.5, the rounding-down may be applied to be a
value of -1, not -2.

DistScaleFactor can be determined in various ways, and
Expressions 3 and 4 are examples of the method of determin-
ing DistScaleFactor.

DistScaleFactor=Clip3(-1024,1023,(tb *x+32)>>6) <Expression 3>

DistScaleFactor=Clip3(-4096,4095,(¢b *x+32)>>6) <Expression 4>

Here, tx in Expressions 3 and 4 can be set to tx=(16384+
(Abs(td)/2))/td as in derivation of a temporal motion vector
candidate of H.264/MPEG-4 AVC (see 8.4.1.2.3 of the H.264
standard).

On the other hand, the neighboring blocks used to create
the motion vector predictor can be selected through motion
vector competition. The motion vector competition means
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that a most suitable motion vector is selected out of plural
motion vector candidates and is used as a predicted value. In
this case, the Col block which is a temporal neighboring block
as well as spatial neighboring blocks of the current block can
also be considered.

FIG. 8 is a diagram schematically illustrating a method of
performing the motion vector competition according to an
embodiment of the invention. FIG. 8 shows spatial neighbor-
ing blocks out of neighboring blocks of a current block 800.

Referring to FIG. 8, the spatial neighboring blocks shown
in FIG. 8 include na (where na is an integer equal to or greater
than 1) upper group blocks a,, a,, . . ., and a,,, located on the
upper side of the current block 800, nb (where nb is an integer
equal to or greater than 1) left group blocks by, b,,...,andb,,
located on the left side of the current block 800, and corner
group blocks c, d, and e located at the upper-right corner, the
left-lower corner, and the left-upper corner of the current
block 800.

In the example shown in FIG. 8, the motion vector candi-
dates in the AMVP (Advanced Motion Vector Prediction) can
be calculated as expressed by Expression 5.

Motion vector candidates={median(a’’c"),a’ b’

temporal predictor} <Expression 5>

In Expression 5, three spatial motion vectors a', b', and ¢'
mean motion vectors of first available blocks having a refer-
ence picture list identical to that of the current block 800 and
a reference picture index identical to that of the current block
in the groups (blocks located on the upper side of the current
block, blocks located on the left side of the current block, and
blocks located at the corners of the current block). The
encoder or the decoder can create the motion vector predictor
candidate list described with reference to FIG. 3 using all or
a part of the motion vector candidates expressed by Expres-
sion 5.

The encoder or the decoder can selects a predetermined
candidate of the motion vector candidates expressed by
Expression 5 as the motion vector predictor of the current
block. At this time, the encoder or the decoder can select the
MVP of the current block in consideration of all or a part of
the motion vectors expressed by Expression 5. For example,
the encoder may select a candidate having the smallest
residual value from the motion vector of the current block out
of'the motion vector candidates expressed by Expression 5 as
the MVP of the current block and may transmit information
thereon to the decoder. The encoder may select an available
motion vector in consideration of only some motion vectors,
for example, a', b', and ¢', out of the motion vectors expressed
by Expression 5 and may additionally consider temporal pre-
dictors when a', b', and ¢' are not considered (non available).

In Expression 5, median(a', b' ¢') represents a median vec-
tor of a', b', and ¢' and the following ways 1) to 4) can be used
as an example of the median vector.

1) When all of @', b', and ¢' are available, the values of a', b',
and ¢' are calculated to calculate a median vector.

2) When only two of @', b', and ¢' are available, the value of
the non-available motion vector is set to 0 to calculate a
median vector.

3) When only one of'a', b', and ¢' is available, the available
motion vector is used as a median vector.

4) When 1) to 3) are not satisfied, the value of a median
vector is set to 0.

At this time, the non-available motion vectors of the
motion vectors a', b', and ¢' are not included in the motion
vector candidates. The temporal motion vector predictor
means a co-located motion vector with the current block in a
picture (frame) other than the current picture (frame).
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On the other hand, an example of a pseudo code for calcu-
lating a motion vector of a first available block having a
reference picture list identical to that of the current block 800
and a reference picture index identical thereto out of na
(where na is an integer equal to or greater than 1) located on
the upper side of the current block 800 is shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1

a' = not available
For (i=0 ; i<na; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref_idx in
list identical to current block? ) {
a'=ai
break;
¥
¥

In Table 1, search is carried out in a search order of from a,,
to a,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector of the first available block having a reference
picture list identical to that of the current block 800 and a
reference picture index identical thereto may be derived by
carrying out the search in a search order of from a,,, to a,,.

On the other hand, unlike the example shown in Table 1, the
motion vector of an inter mode block which is first searched
for out of the upper group blocks regardless of the reference
picture list and the reference picture index may be scaled and
the scaled motion vector may be allocated as the value ofa'. In
this case, an example of a pseudo code for deriving the motion
vector a' is shown in Table 2.

TABLE 2

a' = not available
For (i=0 ; i<na ; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode ) {
a'=scale (ai)
break;
¥
¥

InTable 2, search is carried out in a search order of from a,
to a,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be derived by carrying out the search in a
search order of from a,,, to a, and scaling a motion vector of
a first available block having a reference picture list identical
to that of the current block 800 and a reference picture index
identical thereto.

The motion vector b' of a first available block having a
reference picture list identical to the current block 800 and a
reference picture index identical thereto out of nb (where nb
is an integer equal to or greater than 1) left group blocks by,
by, ..., andb,, can be obtained similarly to Table 1. In this
case, an example of a pseudo code for deriving the motion
vector b' is shown in Table 3.

TABLE 3

b’ = not available
For (i=0 ; i<nb ; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref_idx
in list identical to current block? ) {
b’ =bi
break;
¥

¥

In Table 3, search is carried out in a search order of from b,
to b,,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector of a first available block having a reference
picture list identical to that of the current block 800 and a
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reference picture index identical thereto may be derived by
carrying out the search in a search order of from b,, to b,,.

On the other hand, unlike the example shown in Table 3, the
motion vector of an inter mode block which is first searched
for out of the left group blocks regardless of the reference
picture list and the reference picture index may be scaled and
the scaled motion vector may be allocated as the value of b'.
In this case, an example of a pseudo code for obtaining the
motion vector b' is shown in Table 4.

TABLE 4

b' = not available
For (i=0 ; i<nb ; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode ) {
b' =scale (bi)
break;

InTable 4, search is carried out in a search order of from b,
to b, ,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be obtained by carrying out the search in
asearch order of from b, ,, to b, and scaling a motion vector of
a first available block having a reference picture list identical
to that of the current block 800 and a reference picture index
identical thereto.

The motion vector ¢' of a first available block having a
reference picture list identical to the current block 800 and a
reference picture index identical thereto out of three corner
group blocks ¢, d, and e can be obtained similarly to Table 1.
An example of a pseudo code for deriving the motion vector
b' is shown in Table 5. In Table 5, c,=c, ¢,=d, and c,=e are
described for the purpose of convenience for explanation.

TABLE 5

¢’ =not available
For (i=0; i<3;i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref idx
in list identical to current block? ) {
¢'=ci

break;

In Table 5, search is carried out in a search order of from c,,
to ¢,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector of a first available block having a reference
picture list identical to that of the current block 800 and a
reference picture index identical thereto may be obtained by
carrying out the search in a search order of from ¢, to ¢, or a
search order of ¢, —c,—>c, or ¢, —>c,—c,.

On the other hand, unlike the example shown in Table 5, the
motion vector of an inter mode block which is first searched
for out of the corner group blocks regardless of the reference
picture list and the reference picture index may be scaled and
the scaled motion vector may be allocated as the value of¢'. In
this case, an example of a pseudo code for deriving the motion
vector ¢' is shown in Table 6.

TABLE 6

¢' =not available
For (i=0;i<3;i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode ) {
¢'=scale (ci)
break;
¥
¥
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InTable 6, search is carried out in a search order of from ¢,
to c,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be derived by carrying out the search in a
search order of from ¢, to ¢, or a search order of ¢, —c,—c,
or ¢, —>c,—>c, and scaling a motion vector of a first available
block having a reference picture list identical to that of the
current block 800 and a reference picture index identical
thereto.

On the other hand, only when the motion vector is not
available, amotion vector of an inter mode block which is first
searched for in the corresponding neighboring group regard-
less of the reference picture list and the reference picture
index may be scaled and the scaled motion vector may be
allocated as a motion vector candidate.

In Tables 1 to 6, the block having a reference picture
identical to that of the current block and a reference picture
list identical thereto is set as an available block. In Tables 2, 4,
and 6, even when the reference picture and the reference
picture list of a block are different from those of the current
block, the motion vector of the corresponding block can be
used by scaling in case of the block in the inter prediction
mode.

In Tables 7 to 12, when the reference picture and the ref-
erence picture list of a block are different from those of the
current block, it is described that the motion vector of the
corresponding block is used by scaling in case of the block in
the inter prediction mode.

Table 7 shows an example of a pseudo code for calculating
a motion vector a' by scaling the motion vector of an inter
mode block which is first searched for out of the upper group
blocks when the motion vectors of the upper group blocks are
not available.

TABLE 7

a' = not available
For (i=0 ; i<na; i++ ) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref idx in
list identical to current block? ) {
a'=al

break;

if ( a'isnot available ) {
For (i=0 ; i<na; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode ) {
a'=scale (ai)
break;
¥
¥
¥

InTable 7, search is carried out in a search order of from a,
to a,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be obtained by carrying out the search in
a search order of from a,,, to a, and scaling a motion vector of
a first available block.

Table 8 shows an example of a pseudo code for deriving a
motion vector b' by scaling the motion vector of an inter mode
block which is first searched for out of the left group blocks
when the motion vectors of the left group blocks are not
available.

TABLE 8

b' = not available
For (i=0 ; i<nb ; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref idx in
list identical to current block? ) {
b'=bi
break;
¥
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TABLE 8-continued

if ( a'is not available ) {
For (i=0; i<nb ; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode ) {
b' =scale (bi)
break;
¥
¥
¥

In Table 8, search is carried out in a search order of from by,
to b,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be derived by carrying out the search in a
search order of from b,,,, to b, and scaling a motion vector of
a first available block.

Table 9 shows an example of a pseudo code for obtaining a
motion vector ¢' by scaling the motion vector of an inter mode
block which is first searched for out of the left group blocks
when the motion vectors of the left group blocks are not
available.

TABLE 9

¢’ =not available
For (i=0; i<3;i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref_idx in
list identical to current block? ) {
¢'=ci
break;
¥

if ( a'is not available ) {
For (i=0;i<3;i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode ) {
¢'=scale (ci)
break;

InTable 9, search is carried out in a search order of from ¢,
to ¢,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be obtained by carrying out the search in
a search order of ¢,—c,—c, or ¢,—>c,—>c, and scaling a
motion vector of a first available block.

On the other hand, although similar to the above-men-
tioned methods, a motion vector to be scaled may be deter-
mined with the following priority when the motion vectors of
the neighboring blocks of the current block are not available.

<Priority>
(1) A block which refers to a reference picture identical to

that of the current block (which may be appeared when list O
(LO) and list 1 (L.1) have the same reference pictures)

(2) Ablock having identical reference picture list if there is
no available motion vector in the motion vectors of neighbor-
ing blocks when above (1) is checked.

(3) The other inter mode block if there is no available
motion vector in the motion vectors of neighboring blocks
when above (2) is checked.

Therefore, the encoder or the decoder may determine any
one of the neighboring blocks of the current block with the
priorities of 1) to 3) and may scale the motion vector of the
corresponding block.

Table 10 shows an example of a pseudo code for obtaining
a motion vector a' by selecting any block of the upper group
blocks and scaling the motion vector of the corresponding
block.
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TABLE 11-continued

a' = not available
For (i=0; i<na; i++ )
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref idx
in list identical to current block? ) {
a'=ai
break;
¥

if ( a'isnot available ) {
For (i=0; i<na; i++ ) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to ref_idx
identical to current block? ) {
a' = ai // particular scaling is not necessary
because identical ref_pic is referred to
break;
¥
¥

if ( a'isnot available )
For ( i=0; i<na; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to list identical
to current block? )
a'=scale (ai)
break;
¥
¥

if ( a'isnot available ) {
For (i=0; i<na; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode )
a'=scale (ai)
break;

}

if ( a'isnot available )
For (i=0; i<na; i++ )
if ( i-th block is inter mode )
a'=scale (ai)
break;
¥
¥
¥

In Table 10, search is carried out in a search order of from
a, 1o a,,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be derived by carrying out the search in a
search order of from a,,, to a, and scaling a motion vector of
a first available block.

Table 11 shows an example of a pseudo code for obtaining
a motion vector b' by selecting any block of the left group
blocks on the basis of the above-mentioned priorities and
scaling the motion vector of the corresponding block.

TABLE 11

b’ = not available
For (i=0; i<nb; i++ )
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref idx
in list identical to current block? ) {
b' =bi
break;

¥
if ( b'is not available ) {
For (i=0; i<nb; i++ ) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to ref_idx
identical to current block? ) {
b' = bi // particular scaling is not necessary
because identical ref pic is referred to
break;

}

if ( b'is not available )
For ( i=0; i<nb; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to list identical
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to current block? )
b' =scale (bi)
break;
¥
¥

if (b’ is not available ) {
For (i=0; i<nb; i++ ) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode )
b' =scale (bi)
break;

}

if ( b'is not available )
For (i=0; i<nb; i++)
if ( i-th block is inter mode )
b' =scale (bi)
break;
¥
¥
¥

In Table 11, search is carried out in a search order of from
b, to b,,,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be obtained by carrying out the search in
asearch order of from b, ,, to b, and scaling a motion vector of
a first available block.

Table 12 shows an example of a pseudo code for deriving a
motion vector ¢' by selecting any block of the left group
blocks on the basis of the above-mentioned priorities and
scaling the motion vector of the corresponding block.

TABLE 12

¢' = not available
For (i=0; i<3; i++)
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to identical ref _idx
in list identical to current block? ) {
¢'=ci

break;

if ( ¢'is not available ) {
For (i=0; i<3; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to ref idx
identical to current block? ) {
¢' = ci// particular scaling is not necessary
because identical ref pic is referred to
break;

}

if ( ¢'is not available )
For (i=0; i<3; i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode and refers to list identical
to current block? )
¢’ =scale (ci)
break;
¥
¥

if ( ¢'is not available ) {
For (i=0; i<3;i++) {
if ( i-th block is inter mode )
¢’ =scale (ci)
break;
¥
¥

if ( ¢'is not available )
For (i=0; i<3; i++)
if ( i-th block is inter mode )
¢'=scale (ci)
break;
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In Table 12, search is carried out in a search order of from
¢, 1o c,, but the invention is not limited to this order and the
motion vector may be obtained by carrying out the search in
a search order of ¢,—c,—c, or ¢,—>c,—>c, and scaling a
motion vector of a first available block.

In Tables 10 to 12, it is described that a scaling target is
selected on the basis of the above-mentioned priorities and an
available motion vector candidate is derived, but the priorities
are not limited to the above-mentioned and may be changed
and applied in various forms if necessary.

On the other hand, the above-mentioned priorities can be
expressed by the following review conditions.

<Review Conditions>

The motion information (reference picture and reference
picture list) of a block to be scanned is:

(1) areference picture identical to that of the current block
and a reference picture list identical thereto;

(2) areference picture identical to that of the current block
and a reference picture list different therefrom;

(3) a reference picture different from that of the current
block and a reference picture list identical thereto;

(4) a reference picture different from that of the current
block and a reference picture list.

Regarding the review conditions, the encoder or the
decoder may scan a predetermined number of, for example, n,
blocks in a predetermined order so as to determine a spatial
motion vector candidate for motion vector prediction. At this
time, the encoder or the decoder may determine where a block
is a block corresponding to the review conditions while
sequentially scanning the n neighboring blocks of the current
block or may determine whether a block corresponding to the
review conditions in a scanned group while scanning the
neighboring blocks of the current block, for example, by the
upper group, the left group, and the corner group. Instead of
classifying the neighboring blocks into the upper group, the
left group, and the corner group, the neighboring blocks of the
current block may be classified into the upper group including
the left-upper corner block and the upper-right corner block
and a left block including the left-lower corner block and it
may be determined whether there is a block satistfying the
review conditions in the group to be scanned while scanning
two groups by groups.

Regarding the review conditions, the encoder or the
decoder may give a higher priority to the review condition
with a lower number. This is because a neighboring block
satisfying the review condition with a lower number may be
considered to have motion information more similar to the
current block.

Hereinafter, a method of using the motion vector of ablock,
which is first checked to be available while sequentially scan-
ning n neighboring blocks of the current block on the basis of
the priorities of the review conditions, as a motion vector
predictor candidate for predicting the motion vector of the
current block without any change or by scaling will be
described with reference to tables.

Here, an available block means a block which can be used
for the inter prediction of the current block.

As described above, the scaling can be carried out in con-
sideration of the temporal distance between the reference
picture of the current block and the current picture and the
temporal distance between the reference pictures of the
neighboring blocks and the current picture.

Numerals of 1 to 12 described in the below tables repre-
sents the scanning (checking) order. For the purpose of con-
venience for explanation, block 0, block 1, and block 2 are
considered as the neighboring blocks of the current block.
Blocks 0 to 2 represent the positions of candidate blocks for
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calculating a spatial motion vector candidate. The positions
otf’blocks 0 to 2 are located in any one of the left side, the upper
side, and the corners around the current block. For the pur-
pose of convenience for explanation, it may be assumed that
blocks 0 to 2 are sequentially located in the scanning order.

Table 13 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning blocks 0 to 2 around the current
block on the basis of the priorities of the review conditions, as
a spatial motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block by scaling.

TABLE 13
Block 0 Block 1 Block 2
Review 1 2 3
condition 1
Review 4 5 6
condition 2
Review 7 8 9
condition 3
Review 10 11 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 13, it is checked whether
block 0 has motion information satisfying review condition 1,
the motion vector (mv) of block 0 is used as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block when block 0
has motion information satistying review condition 1, block 1
is searched when block 0 does not have motion information
satisfying review condition 1, and it is checked whether block
1 has motion information satisfying review condition 1. In
this way, the spatial motion vector predictor candidate of the
current block is determined.

Table 14 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning blocks 0 to 2 around the current
block on the basis of the priorities of the review conditions, as
a spatial motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block by scaling.

TABLE 14
Block 0 Block 1 Block 2
Review 1 5 9
condition 1
Review 2 6 10
condition 2
Review 3 7 11
condition 3
Review 4 8 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 14, it is checked whether
block 0 has motion information satisfying review condition 1,
the motion vector (mv) of block 0 is used as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block when block 0
has motion information satisfying review condition 1, and it is
scanned (checked) whether block 0 has motion information
satisfying review condition 2. When block 0 does not have
motion information satisfying review conditions 1 to 4, it is
checked whether block 1 has motion information satisfying
review conditions 1 to 4 while scanning block 1 for review
conditions 1 to 4. In this way, the spatial motion vector pre-
dictor candidate of the current block is determined.

Table 15 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning blocks 0 to 2 around the current
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block on the basis of the priorities of the review conditions, as
a spatial motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block by scaling.

TABLE 15
Block 0 Block 1 Block 2
Review 1 2 3
condition 1
Review 4 7 10
condition 2
Review 5 8 11
condition 3
Review 6 9 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 15, it is checked whether
block 0 has motion information satisfying review condition 1,
and the motion vector (mv) of block 0 is used as a spatial
motion vector predictor candidate of the current block when
block 0 has motion information satisfying review condition 1.
When block 0 does not have motion information satisfying
review condition 1, it is sequentially checked whether blocks
1 and 2 have motion information satistying review condition
1. When blocks 0 to 2 do not have motion information satis-
fying review condition 1, it is sequentially checked whether
block 0 has motion information satisfying the corresponding
review condition while scanning block 1 for review condi-
tions 2 to 4. When block 0 does not have motion information
satisfying review conditions 2 to 4, review conditions 2 to 4
are sequentially checked for block 1. In this way, the spatial
motion vector predictor candidate of the current block is
determined.

Table 16 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning blocks 0 to 2 around the current
block on the basis of the priorities of the review conditions, as
a spatial motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block by scaling.

TABLE 16
Block 0 Block 1 Block 2
Review 1 5 6
condition 1
Review 2 7 8
condition 2
Review 3 9 10
condition 3
Review 4 11 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 16, it is sequentially
checked whether block 0 has motion information satisfying
review conditions 1 to 4. For example, when block 0 has
motion information satisfying review condition 1, the motion
vector is used as a spatial motion vector predictor candidate of
the current block. When there is no motion information sat-
isfying review condition 1, it is checked whether there is
motion information satisfying review condition 2. When
block 0 does not have motion information satisfying review
conditions 1 to 4, it is sequentially checked whether block 1
and block 2 have motion information satisfying the corre-
sponding review condition while scanning block 1 for review
condition 1. When blocks 0 to 2 do not have motion informa-
tion satistfying review condition 1, it is sequentially checked
whether blocks 1 and 2 have motion information satistying
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review condition 2. In this way, the spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block is determined.

The example shown in Table 13 shows a scanning order
with a priority given to the review conditions rather than the
positions of the blocks. On the contrary, Table 14 shows an
example of a scanning order with a priority given to the
positions of the blocks rather than the review conditions.

Table 15 and Table 16 show examples of a scanning order
in which the priority of the review conditions and the priority
of the positions of the blocks are appropriately mixed. As
described above, Table 15 shows an example of a scanning
order of considering the positions of the blocks when the
highest priority is given to review condition 1 but there is no
block satisfying review condition 1. Table 16 shows an
example of a scanning order of sequentially considering the
conditions when there is no available motion information
after reviewing availability of the review conditions in block
0.

The motion vectors (for example, a', b', and ¢') scaled by the
above-mentioned methods can have an influence on the val-
ues of median vectors of a', b', and ¢'. In addition, the motion
vectors may have an influence on the number of motion
vectors to be considered at the time of determining the can-
didate motion vectors. For example, motion vectors of neigh-
boring blocks classified into available motion vectors may be
newly created by the scaling.

The above-mentioned methods may be used even when the
AMVP technique is not directly applied. For example, the
motion vector of the current block may be predicted through
the processes of calculating the motion vectors a', b', and ¢'
and calculating medians from a', b', and c¢'.

At this time, the process of calculating a', b', and ¢' may
employ the same method as calculating a', b', and ¢' in the
AMVP.

On the other hand, the AMVP method may be modified and
applied as shown in FIG. 9.

FIG. 9 is a diagram schematically illustrating another
method of applying the AMVP according to an embodiment
of'the invention. Referring to FI1G. 9, a part of the neighboring
blocks ofthe current block shown in FIG. 8 may be used as the
motion vector candidates. For example, in the example shown
in FIG. 9, a block located at the left-lowermost side of the
current block out of m left blocks A, A,, ...,and A, located
on the left-lowermost side of a current block 900, a block
A,,,, located at the left-lower corner of the current block 900,
a block B_, located at the left-upper corner of the current
block 900, a block B,, located on the upper-rightmost side of
the current block out of n upper blocks located on the upper
side of the current block 900, and a block B,,, , located at the
upper-right corner of the current block 900 can be used as
AMVP candidate blocks.

Inthis case, the neighboring blocks A, A, ;, B_;, B,,, and
B,,,; of the current block are used, similarly to the example
shown in FIG. 4 in which the corner blocks, the left-lower
block 420-1, and the upper-right block 440-1 are used. In the
example shown in FIG. 9, the left blocks A, and A, are
scanned (or checked) in the order 910 of A, ,,— A, and the
upper blocks B_,, B,,, and B,,, | are scanned (or checked) in
the order 920 of B,,, ,—B,—B_;.

At this time, motion vectors (motion vector predictors:
MVP) expressed by Expression 6 can be considered as
motion vector candidates of the current block.

Motion vector candidates={a’,d'temporal predictor} } <Expression 6>

Expression 6 shows candidates of the motion vector which
can be used as the motion vector predictors of the current
block in the example shown in FIG. 9. The encoder or the
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decoder can create the motion vector predictor candidate list
described with reference to FIG. 3 using all or a part of the
motion vector candidates of Expression 6.

Referring to Expression 6, the motion vectors of two
blocks out of the spatial neighboring blocks of the current
block are considered to predict the motion vector of the cur-
rent block in the example shown in FIG. 9. The encoder or the
decoder can consider the motion vectors of two spatial neigh-
boring blocks of the current block expressed by Expression 6
and the motion vector (temporal predictor) of the temporal
neighboring block of the current block.

In Expression 6, a' is the motion vector of a block which is
first searched for to be available when scanning (checking)
the left blocks A,, and A, ; of the current block in the order
910 of A,,,,—A,, and is the motion vector predictor candi-
date of the current block.

In Expression 6, b' is the motion vector of a block which is
first searched for to be available when scanning (checking)
the upper blocks B_,, B,, and B, , , of the current block in the
order 920 of B,,, ,—B,—B_, and is the motion vector predic-
tor candidate of the current block. b' may be said to be a top
my predictor.

When the reference picture index of the neighboring block
selected to be available is identical to the reference picture
index of the current block, that is, when the reference picture
of'the selected neighboring block is identical to the reference
picture of the current block, the motion vector of the corre-
sponding block may be used as the motion vector predictor of
the current block without scaling the motion vector. This case
corresponds to review condition 1 or review condition 2.

When the reference picture index of the neighboring block
selected to be available is different from the reference picture
index of the current block, that is, when the reference picture
of the selected neighboring block is different from the refer-
ence picture of the current block, the motion vector of the
corresponding block can be used as the motion vector predic-
tor of the current block by scaling the motion vector. This case
corresponds to review condition 3 or review condition 4.

In FIG. 9, the motion vectors of the neighboring blocks of
the current block can be scanned in various orders in consid-
eration of the four-step review conditions and the positions of
the neighboring blocks. At this time, the encoder or the
decoder can independently determine the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate calculated from the left blocks A, and A, ;,
for example, the left motion vector predictor, and the motion
vector predictor candidate calculated from the upper blocks
B_,, B, and B for example, the upper motion vector
predictor.

Similarly to the example shown in FIG. 8, in FIG. 9, it is
checked whether the review conditions are satistied while
performing the scanning in the order shown in the below
table, the scanning is stopped when a review condition is
satisfied, and the motion vector of the block satisfying the
review condition is used as a motion vector predictor (MVP)
candidate for predicting the motion vector of the current
block without any change or by scaling.

The encoder or the decoder can construct a motion vector
predictor (MVP) list on the basis of the selected motion vector
predictor candidates. The encoder can indicate a motion vec-
tor predictor to be used to predict the current block in the
MVP list by the use of a motion vector predictor index or the
like. The decoder can derive the motion vector of the current
block using the motion vector predictor in the motion vector
predictor list indicated by the motion vector predictor index
received from the encoder.

Hereinafter, the method of selecting a left motion vector
predictor and the method of selecting an upper motion vector
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predictor will be sequentially described. Numerals of 1 to 8
represent the scanning order in the following table.

Table 17 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the left neighboring blocks A,
and A,,,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the priority
order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block without any change
or by scaling.

TABLE 16
Block A, Block A, |
Review 1 5
condition 1
Review 2 6
condition 2
Review 3 7
condition 3
Review 4 8
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 17, it is checked whether
block A, satisfies one of the review conditions. When block
A, does not satisfy review condition 1, it is checked whether
block A, satisfies review condition 2. The scanning is carried
out in this way and it is sequentially checked whether block
A,,,, satisfies one of review conditions 1 to 4 in the scanning
order when block A, does not satisfy review conditions 1 to
4.

When the corresponding block satisfies a review condition
in the course of scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 18 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the left neighboring blocks A,
and A,,,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the priority
order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block without any change
or by scaling.

TABLE 18
Block A, Block A, |
Review 1 2
condition 1
Review 3 6
condition 2
Review 4 7
condition 3
Review 5 8
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 18, it is checked whether
block A, satisfies review condition 1. When block A, does
not satisfy review condition 1, it is checked whether block
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A,,,, satisfies review condition 1. When block A, | does not
satisfy review condition 1, it is sequentially checked whether
block A, satisfies one of review conditions 2 to 4. When block
A, does not satisfy review conditions 2 to 4, it is sequentially
checked whether block A, ,, satisfies one of review condi-
tions 2 to 4 in the scanning order.

When the corresponding block satisfies a review condition
in the course of scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 19 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the left neighboring blocks A,
and A, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the priority
order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block without any change
or by scaling.

TABLE 19
Block A, Block A,,,
Review 5 1
condition 1
Review 6 2
condition 2
Review 7 3
condition 3
Review 8 4
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 19, unlike the scanning
order shown in Table 17, it is sequentially checked whether
block A,,,, satisfies review conditions 1 to 4. When block
A,,., does not satisfy review conditions 1 to 4, it is sequen-
tially checked whether block A, satisfies review conditions 1
to 4.

When a block satistying a review condition is searched for
in the course of scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 20 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the left neighboring blocks A,
and A,,,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the priority
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order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block without any change
or by scaling.

5 TABLE 20
Block A, Block A, |

Review 2 1
condition 1

10 Review 6 3
condition 2
Review 7 4
condition 3
Review 8 5
condition 4

15

In the example shown in Table 20, the scanning order
applied in the example of Table 18 is applied with a priority
given to block A, ., unlike the example of Table 18. For
example, it is checked whether block A, | satisfies review
condition 1 inthe example of Table 20. When block A . | does
not satisfy review condition 1, it is checked whether block A,
satisfies review condition 1 in the scanning order. When block
A,, does not satisfy review condition 1, it is sequentially
checked whether block A, ,, satisfies one of review condi-
tions 2 to 4 in the scanning order. When block A, ,; does not
satisfy review conditions 2 to 4, it is sequentially checked
whether block A, satisfies one of review conditions 2 to 4 in
the scanning order.

When a block satisfying a review condition is searched for
in the course of scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 21 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the left neighboring blocks A,
and A,,,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the priority
order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block without any change
or by scaling.
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TABLE 21

Block A, Block A,

m+ 1

Review 2 1
condition 1
Review 4 3
condition 2
Review 7 5
condition 3
Review 8 6
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 21, it is first checked
whether block A, ; satisfies review condition 1. When block
A,,,, does not satisfy review condition 1, it is checked
whether block A, satisfies review condition 1 in the scanning
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order. When block A, does not satisfy review condition 1, it
is checked whether block A, , | satisfies review condition 2 in
the scanning order. When block A, ; does not satisfy review
condition 2, it is checked whether block A, satisfies review
condition 2 in the scanning order. When block A ,, does not
satisfy review condition 2, it is sequentially checked whether
block A,,,, satisfies one of review conditions 3 and 4 and
whether block A, satisfies one of review conditions 3 and 4.

When a block satistying a review condition is searched for
in the course of scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 22 shows another example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the left neighboring blocks A,
and A,,,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the priority
order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion vector
predictor candidate of the current block without any change
or by scaling.

TABLE 22
Block A, Block A, |
Review 3 1
condition 1
Review 4 2
condition 2
Review 7 5
condition 3
Review 8 6
condition 4

In Table 22, it is sequentially checked whether each block
satisfies two review conditions. Specifically, the encoder or
the decoder first checks whether block A, satisfies review
condition 1. When block A, , ; does not satisfy review condi-
tion 1, the encoder or the decoder checks whether block A, |
satisfies review condition 2. When block A, , | does not sat-
isfy review condition 2, the encoder or the decoder checks
whether block A,, satisfies review condition 1. When block
A,, does not satisfy review condition 1, the encoder or the
decoder checks whether block A, satisfies review condition
2. When block A, does not satisfy review condition 2, the
encoder or the decoder checks whether block A, satisfies
review condition 3. When block A, ; does not satisfy review
condition 3, the encoder or the decoder checks whether block
A,,,, satisfies review condition 4. When block A, does not
satisfies review condition 4, the encoder or the decoder
checks whether block A, satisfies review condition 3. When
block A, does not satisfies review condition 3, the encoder or
the decoder checks whether block A, satisfies review condi-
tion 4.

When a block satistying a review condition is searched for
in the course of scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
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block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

As in the examples of Tables 17 to 22, various scanning
orders can be applied to calculate the motion vector predictor
candidate of the current block from the left neighboring
blocks A, and A,,,, of the current block, that is, the left
motion vector candidate (left my candidate).

At this time, some scanning may be omitted or removed to
reduce the number of cases in which the scanning is carried
out and to acquire a gain in complexity. For example, in the
example of Table 17, the scanning is carried out only in the
order of 1 to 5 and the scanning corresponding to the order of
6 to 8 may be omitted. Similarly, in the examples of Tables 18
to 22, the scanning with posterior priorities (for example,
such as the order of 5 to 8, the order of 6 to 8, and the order of
7 to 8 or 8) may be omitted to reduce the complexity of the
processes.

It may be possible to acquire a gain in complexity by
performing the procedure for checking whether a block sat-
isfies the review condition by review conditions. For
example, in Table 22, two review conditions are sequentially
checked for each block.

In the examples of Table 21 and Table 22, priority is given
to review condition 1 and review condition 2. As described
above, since the block corresponding to review condition 1
and review condition 2 has a reference picture identical to that
of the current block, the motion vector of the corresponding
block can be used as the motion vector predictor candidate of
the current block without scaling. Therefore, it is possible to
reduce the scaling frequency and the complexity.

Hereinafter, the method of selecting a motion vector pre-
dictor candidate from the upper neighboring blocks B_,, B,,,
and B,,, , of the current block, that is, the upper motion vector
predictor, will be described. The method of selecting the
motion vector predictor candidate of the current block from
the upper neighboring blocks is basically the same as the
method of selecting the motion vector predictor candidate of
the current block from the left neighboring blocks, except that
there are three blocks to be scanned. Numerals of 1 to 12 in the
following tables represent the scanning order.

Table 23 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the upper neighboring blocks
B_,. B, and B, ,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the
priority order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block without any
change or by scaling.

TABLE 23
Block B,,,; Block B,, Block B_,
Review 1 5 9
condition 1
Review 2 6 10
condition 2
Review 3 7 11
condition 3
Review 4 8 12
condition 4
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In the example shown in Table 23, it is checked whether
block B,,, ; satisfies one of the review conditions. When block
B, does not satisfy review condition 1, it is checked whether
block B, , satisfies review condition 2. By performing the
scanning in this way, when block B, , | does not satisfy review
conditions 1 to 4, it is sequentially checked whether block B,,
satisfies one of review conditions 1 to 4. When block B,, does
not satisfy review conditions 1 to 4, it is sequentially checked
whether block B_, satisfies one of review conditions 1 to 4.

When a block satisfies a review condition in the course of
scanning, the encoder or the decoder stops the scanning and
selects the motion vector of the corresponding block as the
motion vector predictor candidate of the current block. The
encoder or the decoder may scale the motion vector of the
neighboring block and may use the scaled motion vector as
the motion vector predictor candidate, if necessary. For
example, when the reference picture of the neighboring block
is different from the reference picture of the current block, the
encoder or the decoder may scale the motion vector of the
corresponding neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate. At
this time, the method expressed by Expression 1 or Expres-
sion 2 may be used as the scaling method.

Table 24 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the upper neighboring blocks
B_,, B,, and B,,, | of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the
priority order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block without any
change or by scaling.

TABLE 24
Block B,,,; Block B, Block B_;
Review 1 2 3
condition 1
Review 4 5 6
condition 2
Review 7 8 9
condition 3
Review 10 11 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 24, it is checked whether
block B,,,, satisfies review condition 1. When block B,
does not satisfy review condition 1, it is checked whether
block B, satisfies review condition 1. When block B,, does not
satisfy review condition 1, it is checked whether block B_,
satisfies review condition 1. When block B_; does not satisfy
review condition 1, it is sequentially checked whether blocks
satisfy review condition 2 in the order of from B,,, to B.
When blocks do not satisfy review condition 2, it is sequen-
tially checked whether a block satisfying one of review con-
ditions 1 to 4is presentinblocks B,,, ;, B, . B_, in the scanning
order in this way.

When a block satisfying a review condition in the course of
scanning is searched for, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
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dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 25 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the upper neighboring blocks
B_,, B,, and B,,, | of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the
priority order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block without any
change or by scaling.

TABLE 25
Block B,,,; Block B,, Block B_,
Review 1 2 3
condition 1
Review 4 7 10
condition 2
Review 5 8 11
condition 3
Review 6 9 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 25, it is checked whether
blocks satisfy review condition 1 inthe orderofB,,, ,B,,B_;.
When there is no upper neighboring block satisfying review
condition 1, it is sequentially checked whether block B, ,,
satisfies review conditions 2 to 4. When block B,,, ; does not
satisfy review conditions 2 to 4, it is sequentially checked
whether block B,, satisfies one of review conditions 2 to 4.
When block B,, does not satisfy review conditions 2 to 4, it is
sequentially checked whether block B_, satisfies one of
review conditions 2 to 4.

When a block satistying a review condition in the course of
scanning is searched for, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 26 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the upper neighboring blocks
B_,, B,, and B,,, | of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the
priority order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block without any
change or by scaling.

TABLE 26
Block B,,,; Block B,, Block B_,
Review 1 2 3
condition 1
Review 4 5 6
condition 2
Review 7 9 11
condition 3
Review 8 10 12
condition 4
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In the example shown in Table 26, unlike the example of
Table 25, it is sequentially checked whether blocks B, ,, B,,
and B_, satisfy the respective review conditions and it is
sequentially checked whether each block satisfies review
conditions 3 and 3. For example, it is checked whether review
condition 1 is satisfied inthe order of B, , |, B,,and B_,. When
there is no upper neighboring block satistying review condi-
tion 1, it is checked whether review condition 2 is satisfied in
the order of B, , ;, B,,. and B_;. When there is no upper block
satisfying one of review conditions 1 and 2, it is sequentially
checked whether block B, ,, satisfies one of review condi-
tions 3 and 4. When block B, ,, does not satisfy review con-
ditions 3 and 4, it is sequentially checked whether block B,
satisfies one of review conditions 3 and 4. When block B,
does not satisty review conditions 2 to 4, it is sequentially
checked whether block B_, satisfies one of review conditions
3 and 4.

When a block satisfying a review condition in the course of
scanning is searched for, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

Table 27 shows an example of the method of using the
motion vector of a block, which is first checked to be available
while sequentially scanning the upper neighboring blocks
B_,, B,,and B, ,, of the current block 900 in FIG. 9 in the
priority order of the review conditions, as a spatial motion
vector predictor candidate of the current block without any
change or by scaling.

TABLE 27
Block B,,,; Block B, Block B_;
Review 1 3 5
condition 1
Review 2 4 6
condition 2
Review 7 9 11
condition 3
Review 8 10 12
condition 4

In the example shown in Table 27, similarly to the example
of Table 22, it is checked whether each block satisfies two
review conditions. Specifically, the encoder or the decoder
sequentially checks whether block B, satisfies one of
review conditions 1 and 2. When block B,,, ; does not satisfy
review conditions 1 and 2, it is sequentially checked whether
block B,, satisfies one of review conditions 1 and 2. When
block B,, does not satisfy review conditions 1 and 2, it is
sequentially checked whether block B_, satisfies one of
review conditions 1 and 2. When the upper blocks do not
satisfy review conditions 1 and 2, it is sequentially checked
whether block B,,, ; satisfies one of review conditions 3 and 4.
When block B,,, ; does not satisfy review conditions 3 and 4,
it is sequentially checked whether block B, satisfies one of
review conditions 3 and 4. When block B,, does not satisfy
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review conditions 3 and 4, it is sequentially checked whether
block B_, satisfies one of review conditions 3 and 4.

When a block satistying a review condition in the course of
scanning is searched for, the encoder or the decoder stops the
scanning and selects the motion vector of the corresponding
block as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block. The encoder or the decoder may scale the motion
vector of the neighboring block and may use the scaled
motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate, if
necessary. For example, when the reference picture of the
neighboring block is different from the reference picture of
the current block, the encoder or the decoder may scale the
motion vector of the corresponding neighboring block and
may use the scaled motion vector as the motion vector pre-
dictor candidate. At this time, the method expressed by
Expression 1 or Expression 2 may be used as the scaling
method.

As can be seen from Tables 23 to 27, similarly to calculat-
ing the motion vector predictor candidate of the current block
from the left blocks of the current block, various scanning
orders can be applied to calculate the motion vector predictor
candidate of the current block from the upper blocks of the
current block.

In the method of calculating the motion vector predictor
candidate of the current block from the top blocks, that is, the
top motion vector candidate, the number of cases of carrying
out the scanning may be reduced so as to reduce complexity.
For example, the scanning may be carried out only in the
scanning of checking whether review condition 1 is satisfied
or the scanning for performing a first scanning operation for
each review condition. In this case, the scanning in the order
of'6, 78,10, 11, and 12 in the example shown in FIG. 23 may
be omitted.

The examples of Tables 26 and 27 show the methods of
giving the priority to review conditions 1 and 2, similarly to
the examples of Tables 21 and 22. Since the block corre-
sponding to review conditions 1 and 2 refers to a reference
picture identical to that of the current block (for example, a
current prediction unit), the motion vector thereof may be
used as the motion vector predictor candidate of the current
block without scaling. Therefore, it is possible to reduce
complexity in scaling a motion vector.

On the other hand, various combinations of review condi-
tions, various orders of the review conditions, and the order of
the block positions may be applied in addition to the above-
mentioned scanning method. The above-mentioned scanning
methods may be applied in combination.

In this description, the term, “motion vector predictor”, is
used, but this is for convenience for explanation, and the
motion vector predictor may be called a predicted motion
vector (PMV) or the like.

InFIGS. 4,5, 7, 8, and 9, the current block and the neigh-
boring blocks of the current block may be prediction units. In
FIGS. 4,5, 7,8, and 9, the current block and the neighboring
blocks of the current block may be coding units. In addition,
in FIGS. 4, 5,7, 8, and 9, the current block and the neighbor-
ing blocks of the current block may be transform units. There-
fore, the details described with reference to FIGS. 4, 5, 7, 8,
and 9 may be similarly applied to the cases where the current
block and the neighboring blocks of the current block are
coding units or transform units.

On the other hand, this description describes that the pro-
cesses of selecting a motion vector predictor candidate and
performing prediction on the current block using the selected
motion vector predictor candidate are carried out by the
encoder or the decoder, but this is for convenience for expla-
nation and the invention is not limited to this configuration.
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The processes of selecting a motion vector predictor candi-
date and performing prediction on the current block using the
selected motion vector predictor candidate may be carried out
by a predetermined module or unit in the encoder or the
decoder. For example, the processes of selecting a motion
vector predictor candidate and performing prediction on the
current block using the selected motion vector predictor can-
didate are carried out by the encoder or the decoder may be
carried out by the prediction module in the encoder or the
decoder.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart schematically illustrating a method
of selecting a motion vector predictor of the current block
according to the invention. The steps shown in FIG. 10 may be
performed by the encoder or the decoder. The prediction
module of the encoder or the decoder may carry out the steps
shown in FIG. 10. Here, for the purpose of convenience for
explanation, it is assumed that the prediction unit in the
encoder or the decoder carries out the steps shown in FIG. 10.

Referring to FIG. 10, the prediction module selects motion
vector predictor candidates of the current block (S1010). The
prediction module may select the motion vector of a first
block searched to be available out of the neighboring blocks
of'the current block as the motion vector predictor candidate
of the current block. At this time, the prediction module may
perform a search process after classifying the neighboring
blocks of the current block into predetermined groups, and
may select the motion vector predictor candidate of the cur-
rent block for each group.

At this time, the available block may be a block to be
encoded/decoded in the inter prediction mode and may be a
block satisfying the above-mentioned review conditions. The
methods of classifying the neighboring blocks of the current
block are as described above.

The prediction module may scale the motion vector of the
first block searched for to be available and may select the
scaled motion vector as the motion vector predictor candidate
of'the current block. For example, the prediction module may
scale the motion vector of the corresponding block when the
first block searched for to be available satisfies review condi-
tion 3 or 4. The specific scaling method is as described above.

The prediction module may acquire motion vector predic-
tor candidates from temporal neighboring blocks when the
number of motion vector predictor candidates which can be
acquired from the spatial neighboring blocks is less than a
predetermined number.

The prediction module selects a motion vector predictor of
the current block out of the motion vector predictor candi-
dates (S1020). The prediction module constructs a motion
vector predictor list using the selected motion vector predic-
tor candidates. The prediction module of the encoder selects
a motion vector predictor, which minimizes the amount of
data to be transmitted, from the motion vector predictor list.
The prediction module of the decoder selects a motion vector
predictor, which is indicated by the motion vector predictor
information (for example, motion vector predictor index)
transmitted from the encoder, from the motion vector predic-
tor list and perform prediction on the current block.

While the methods in the above-mentioned exemplary sys-
tem have been described on the basis of a series of steps or
flowcharts, the invention is not limited to the order of the steps
and a certain step may be performed in an order other than
described above or at the same time as described above. The
above-mentioned embodiments includes various examples.

Therefore, the invention includes embodiments in which
the above-mentioned embodiments are simultaneously
applied or combined.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A method of decoding video using motion vector of a
block neighboring to a current block by decoding apparatus,
the method comprising:

deriving neighboring blocks for selecting a motion vector

predictor of the current block;
determining whether any one of the neighboring blocks
satisfies a first condition that a block has a reference
picture identical to that of the current block and a refer-
ence picture list identical to that of the current block;

determining whether any one of the neighboring blocks
satisfies a second condition that a block has a reference
picture identical to that of the current block and a refer-
ence picture list different from that of the current block;

setting a block out of neighboring blocks of the current
block satisfied the first condition or the second condition
as one of available candidate blocks;

configuring motion vectors of the candidate blocks as

motion vector predictor candidates for the current block;
selecting a motion vector predictor of the current block out
of the motion vector predictor candidates;

generating a prediction block of the current block using a

motion vector of the current block derived based on the
motion vector predictor; and

reconstructing the current block based on the prediction

block,

wherein a first block group consists of two neighboring

blocks among the neighboring blocks, the two neighbor-
ing blocks includes a lower left neighboring block and a
left neighboring block,

wherein a second block group consists of three neighbor-

ing blocks among the neighboring blocks, the three
neighboring blocks includes an upper right neighboring
block, an upper neighboring block, and an upper left
neighboring block,

wherein in the first block group, whether the first condition

or the second condition is satisfied or not is checked
from the lower left neighboring block to the left neigh-
boring block,

wherein in the second block group, whether the first con-

dition or the second condition is satisfied or not is
checked from the upper right neighboring block to the
upper neighboring block to the upper left neighboring
block.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether any one of the neighboring blocks

satisfies a third condition that a block is available to be
used for inter prediction and has a reference picture
different from that of the current block; and

setting a block out of the neighboring blocks of the current

block satisfied the third condition as one of an available
candidate block.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein when the neighboring
blocks do not satisfy the first condition and the second con-
dition, the determining whether the neighboring block satisfy
the third condition is performed.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising scaling the
motion vector of the candidate block satistying the third
condition.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the scaling is carried out
based on a distance between a current picture to which the
current block belongs and a reference picture of the current
block and a distance between the current picture and a refer-
ence picture of the candidate block satisfying the third con-
dition.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first condition
checked at first and then, the second condition is checked.
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7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether any one of the neighboring blocks
satisfies a third condition that a block is available to be
used for inter prediction and has a reference picture
different from that of the current block; and

setting a block out of the neighboring blocks of the current
block satisfied the third condition as one of an available
candidate block,

wherein when the neighboring blocks do not satisfy the
first condition and the second condition, the determining
whether the neighboring block satisfy the third condi-
tion is performed.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether any one of the neighboring blocks
satisfies a third condition that a block is available to be
used for inter prediction and has a reference picture
different from that of the current block; and

setting a block out of the neighboring blocks of the current
block satisfied the third condition as one of an available
candidate block,
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wherein the determining whether the neighboring block
satisfy the third condition is performed, when the neigh-
boring blocks do not satisfy the first condition and the
second condition, and

wherein whether the third condition is satisfied or not is
checked from the bottom left neighboring block to the
left neighboring block.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether any one of the neighboring blocks
satisfies a third condition that a block is available to be
used for inter prediction and has a reference picture
different from that of the current block; and

setting a block out of the neighboring blocks of the current
block satisfied the third condition as one of an available
candidate block,

wherein the determining whether the neighboring block
satisfy the third condition is performed, when the neigh-
boring blocks do not satisfy the first condition and the
second condition, and

wherein whether the third condition is satisfied or not is
checked from the top right neighboring block to the top
left neighboring block.
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